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Chapter 18

The Phylogeny and Biogeography of the Newly Discoversd Annamite Artiodactyls

Colin P. Groves and George B, Schafler

“There is litfle hape of discovering new species of lurge quadrupeds.”-—Georges {uvier 1812

The twentieth century has seen the discovery
of okapi, mountain nyala, and ¢ giant forest hog
m z\iuu the Chacoan peccary in Paraguay,
and the kouprey in Indoching, to name only
large artiodactyls (see Vrba and Schaller , chap.
1, this volume, appendix 1.1, for scientific
names). The exciting announcement in 1992
of a new large bovid, the saok, in the Anna-
mite Range of Vietnam close to the border of
F.aos, focused attention on an area that, be-
cause of political unrest and war, had seen lit-
tle scientific work for half a centur v. The dis-
covery and rediscovery of further ar tiodactyls
ndicate that the region is a center of en-
demism of interest to evolution and biogeog-
raphy, something that was not suspected after
the first major discovery there, of the kouprey
in 1936 (Coolidge, 1940). We describe the ar-
tiodactyls that were discovered between 1992
and 1997 but with the realization that knowl-
edge of all aspects of these species still re-
mains fragmentary,
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CPG examined skeletal material in Viet-
uam, Beijing, London, Chicago, and elsewhere,
This morphological work and data from the
literature provide the basis for the analyses.
GBS made four visits to Laos between 199 A4
and 1997 and there spent about 6.5 months in
the field, most of it in the Annamite Range,

The Annomite Range

The crest of the Annamite Range traces the
Laos-Vietnam border from about 19°30'N
south to about 14°N past the Cambodian bor-
der, a distance of some 650 km. The range is
narrow, in places only 50-75 km in width. Al-
though fairly discrete along part of its length,
the range connects to extensive hill systems in
the north and south. The base of the range lics
at 200300 m, the higher ridges arc at 1,000 m
and above, and some peaks exceed 2,000 m.
The topography varies from rolling to rugged
with steep-sided vallevs and turbulent streams
(fig. 18.1). Much of the range is composed of
igneous rock, but there is also karst, areas of
precipitous Silurian limestone,

From May 1o September the region has a







