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From Calpe to Catanduanes: Babewynes, apes,
marmesettes and othere dyverse bestes

C Groves
School of Archaeology & Anthropology, Australian National Universiry,
Canberra, Australia

Macaca is the most widespread genus of primates after Homo. Comprising
at least 25 species, it lives in Europe (just) and North Africa, and after a gap
it occurs throughout South and Southeast Asia and North into Japan. Gibraltar
and the Philippines do not correspond exactly to the western- and eastern-
most points of macaque distribution, but ‘Calpe to Catanduanes’ fairly well
represents the extraordinarily wide spread of the genus.

This brief survey of the genus Macaca will be broadly divided into three
sections:

Barbary macaques in history: how macaques in general. and Barbary
macaques in particular, have been regarded through history in the western
world.

How Barbary macaques got their names: nomenclature of macaques, in
particular the Barbary macaque.

The taxonomy and phylogeny of macaques: taxonomy more or less depends
on phylogeny, so these two topics will be treated together. I will briefly
discuss both how the genus Macaca is related to other old world monkeys,
and how the species of the genus are related to each other.

Barbary macaques in history

The Ancient Egyptians originally knew and depicted three species of
cercopithecoid monkey: the Hamadryas baboon (Papio hamadrvcs), Vervet
monkey (Chlorocebus aethiops), and probably the Gelada (Theropithecus
gelada).

The Hamadryas baboon represented the God Thoth, the god of writing,
although in art Thoth was more usually depicted as an ibis and the baboon

as assistant. A baboon is seen guarding the first gate of the underworld, or
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forms the stopper of the canopic jar containing the lungs of a mummified
dignitary. Because hamadryas baboons face the rising sun, bark and screech
to 1t, and stretch out their arms to welcome it, they were sacred to the sun
god, and a hamadryas was sometimes shown bearing the solar disk on his
head.

Baboons were much admired for their intelligence. They were kept as
pets, and they were mummified. The necropolis of Hermopolis contains
thousands of mummified ibises and baboons. It is quite likely that in
Pharaonic times hamadryas lived in Egypt itself, so we need not ask whence
they got these large numbers.

Vervet monkeys were less sacred, but also frequently kept as pets. They
were evidently traded overseas, and there are frescoes of them from Minoan
sites on Crete and on Thera.

The gelada was less well-known in ancient Egypt than the hamadryas or
the vervet, but may have had an even greater impact: it was perhaps the
Sphinx. I a classic paper, Jolly & Ucko (1968) showed that, on the rare
occasion when a gelada was caught and brought to Egypt, it was described
as a ‘sphinx’. This of course does not necessarily mean that the great Sphinx
of Giza was based on a gelada, but the similarities spring out at us when we
read Jolly and Ucko’s paper (1968), and unless concepts like this are invented
out of whole cloth, the gelada would have been a better model for the Sphinx
than anything else 1 can think of.

The Maghreb was just along the coast to the west, but it seems that in the
main the Egyptians were interested in going south, down the Nile, because
Barbary macaques took a very long while to enter the Egyptians’ sphere. 1
know of no depictions of them in Pharaonic art, and not until the Ptolemaic
era is there any indication that the Egyptians knew about them,

In 1972, I was asked to examine the skulls of 16 mummified ‘baboons’
from the Ptolemaic-era catacombs at Sagqara, dating from after 300 B.C. I
was surprised to find no hamadryas; instead I identified twelve anubis baboons,
WO vervets - and two Barbary macaques.

The study was for an intended book celebrating the work of the British
Egyptologist Walter Bryan Emery (1903-1971), but the book was never
published, because of the unexpected death of the editor. In the 1990s there
was a proposal to revive studies of Saqqara and its mummies, and so it was
that in 1996 the noted British primatologist Doug Brandon-Jones visited
Saggara on an expedition mounted by the Egypt Exploration Society of the
University of Amsterdam.

The results have been briefly published (Goudsmit & Brandon-Jones,
1999). Brandon-Jones studied 169 skulls, and confirmed my own findings:
149 were babcons, but Papio anubis, not Phamadryas; there were however
no vervets — the remainder were ail Barbary macaques, Macaca sylvanus.
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Presumably this means that, under its new Greek Pharachs. Egypt had begun
to be more outward looking than before.

The world was changing fast. The Carthaginians traded widely, and
presumably it was from this trade that a Barbary macaque ended up at Navan
Fort, Armagh, about 150 B.C, (Lynn, 1997). Rome destroyed Carthage in
146 B.C. and colonised the Maghreb. Barbary macaques attracted their
attention, and became widely kept as pets throughout the Roman Empire
and allied regions. Their remains are known from several sites in Western
Europe from the Roman era:

. Pompelii, Italy. 79 A.D. (Bailey er al., 1999)
o Dunstable, Bedfordshire, England, late 2nd. century A.D. (Lynn, 1997).

v Catterick Fort, Yorkshire, England, “probably Romano-British” (Lynn,
1997).

Barbary macaques were becoming known throughout the Mediterranean
world in another respect, too. Galen of Pergamum (Claudius Galenus), who
lived between about A.D. 129 and 203, was a Greek philosopher who became
physician to the Roman Emperor Marcus Aurelius. He was of an inquiring
disposition, and rather unusual among philosophers of the time in his practical
bent; it did not suffice to him merely to think about the world, but he set
about trying to discover it practically. As he was making his living as a
physician, it was to anatomy that he turned. Material, however, was a problem.
He was able to dissect a few corpses of robbers and of gladiators killed in the
arena, but mainly he had to use Barbary macaques as proxy for humans. He
wrote:

Choose those apes likest man, with short jaws and small canines.
You will find other parts also resembling man’s. for they can
walk and run on two feet. Those, on the other hand, like the
dog-faced baboons, with long snouts and large canines, far from
walking or running on their hind-legs, can hardly stand upright.

Galen, On Anaromical Procedure (Book I, Chapter II)

Unfortunately, his inquiring spirit did not persist among his successors, and
right up until the 16% century in Europe his works were consulted as the last
word on human anatomy, and few would dare to question them. That they
were based mainly on dissection of Barbary macaques was either lost on
mediaeval philosophers and physicians, or was regarded as of no account.
This is the attitude that held up medical advances for over 10C0 years, and
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things did not change vntil Andreas Vesalius in the 1530s dared to challenge






